from ignorance. This is the main task which confronts us if we
are to take our rightful place in the modern world. We cannot
hold the clock back and therefore it is we who must go forward
at a double pace, bending all our resources and all our energies
to this great purpose. Students of history are aware that during
the last two or three centuries of foreign domination our people
have not kept pace with the march of civilization. It was during
these centuries that western civilization, of which you are the proud
torch-bearers, discovered a use for science which, though not new,
was so fast in tempo and so vast in its magnitude that it gave
civilization a new orientation altogether. This is the phase that for
various reasons our people missed. The result is that today we find
multitudes emerging as large, free nations in Asia with their mate-
rial and mental resources utterly undeveloped and with their stand-
ards of living so low that the world conscience should not be content
to leave them stagnant. Our ancient steadfast faith which is such
a source of strength to us on the ideological front in these modern
uneasy times must be wedded to the pioneering virility of modern
technology. This is the synthesis we must achieve and achieve
quickly, not merely for the sake of progress but for the sake of
world peace itself.
For I sincerely believe that war and peace and progress and pros-
perity are all indivisible today. The innumerable millions of Asia,
heirs to ancient cultures and ancient civilizations, have, after cen-
turies of suppression, entered upon a new and dynamic phase of
nationalism. Most of them were accustomed to looking at the West
from the position of subject peoples and could see little beyond the
less attractive side of what to them was Western civilization. Their
newly won freedom has, however, corrected their vision and they
are better able to see both the Western world and their own sur-
roundings in their true perspective. While on the one hand they are
filled with admiration at the sight of the progress and the advance-
ment of civilization in such great countries as the United States
of America, they are more impatient than ever before with their own
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